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Wis 11:22-12:2; 2 Thes 1:11-2:2; Lk 19:1-10 

 When we have difficult time seeing past the ideas, the origins, the family, the group 

membership, and behaviors of another we miss seeing the person that lies beneath.   It is difficult 

to separate the person from the action; the individual from the thoughts and behaviors.  Also our 

decision about what a person should think or do often come from society and are opposed to 

those in God’s revelation and taught by the Church.  But the fact is that God, not society, is the 

one that decides right and wrong, and also, we must remember that you can love a person and 

still disagree with their behaviors, choices, or views.  To understand the position of Jesus - which 

the Church follows - you have to understand that who a person is and what they do are two 

different things. 

 The story of Zacchaeus illustrates this beautifully.  In the story there is this man 

Zacchaeus.  He was probably not too popular as society judged itr.  Since he was a rich tax 

collector - and you don’t rich on a tax collector’s salary - then he must have been engaging in the 

common practice of tax collectors extorting additional funds from people.  This makes him 

socially unpopular, but also places him in violation of God’s law through his dishonesty and 

theft.  He wants to see Jesus - perhaps he had heard about him and was taken in by the stories, 

maybe he had heard some of the things Jesus said in his preaching and recognized his need, 

maybe he just was curious of what he saw as a tabloid-ready phenomenon.  At any rate, 

Zacchaeus climbs a tree to see Jesus.  His desire to see Jesus leads him to do a thing that was a 

bit silly - a really short grown man claiming a tree like a kid to get a glimpse.  Can you picture 

this 4 foot 5 guy in a tunic (no pants remember) climbing the tree - a really silly sight.  

Zacchaeus doesn’t care what people think, he wants to see Jesus. 

 This act of going to Jesus despite what people would think is rewarded.  Jesus, who we 

were told was intending to pass through the town and not stay looks up at Zacchaeus and says 

Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house.  Because of Zacchaeus’ 

effort, Jesus alters his plans and make an increased effort himself.  Now remember that the 

people didn’t like Zacchaeus - they mixed what he did with who he was - they could not separate 

the value of the person from the bad things he did.  Jesus however does separate the two.  He 

does not agree with his lifestyle (Jesus never agreed with violations of the Father’s will), but he 



has love for the person.  God does not turn from us even when we act against the ways God has 

demanded, as we heard in the first reading: For you love all things that are and loath nothing 

that you have made; for what you hated you would not have fashioned.  Jesus loves Zachaeus 

and takes a risk in acknowledging him.  But Jesus had more to offer than just a blanket 

acceptance or a rejection of person and behavior.  The people in the crowd accepted neither the 

behavior nor the person, Jesus does not accept the behavior but does accept the person. 

 Neither Jesus nor Zacchaeus care what the popular opinion was.  Zacchaeus doesn’t care 

if he looks like a fool for trying to get to Jesus, and Jesus does not feel constrained by the 

popular culture in showing caring to the rejected Zacchaeus.  Jesus’ wants to bring person and 

behavior into alignment.  He wants Zacchaeus to be worthy of heaven (from which we separate 

ourselves by sin) and he is willing to alter his plans to allow the encounter that will help 

Zachaeus receive forgiveness.  As we heard in the second reading:  We always pray for you, that 

our God may make you worthy of his calling and powerfully bring to fulfillment every good 

purpose.  Jesus takes the first step to fulfill that good purpose by coming down the street near 

Zacchaeus, but it is Zacchaeus’ effort to go to Jesus that allows his conversion.  The encounter 

between sinner and Jesus - despite what the judgement of the crowd was - moves Zacchaeus to 

change his way of life, make restitution, and - most importantly - accept Jesus into his house.    

 We have that opportunity today.  Can we like, Jesus be, less concerned for what the 

culture thinks is right and wrong and hold fast to the revelation we have received - Jesus always 

favors Divine Revelation over the popular culture.  Can we, like Zacchaeus be less concerned for 

looking silly in our attempts to go to Jesus.  If we want to accept Jesus into our house, then he 

will gladly enter.  But Jesus’ acceptance of us is not a blanket acceptance of everything we do - 

and because he  and His Church don’t accept all we do does not mean he does not accept us as 

persons.  We will need, like Zachaeus to make some changes and let go of some things that we 

prize.  We need to get rid of those things which separate us from God in order to make room for 

Jesus in our house.  Jesus says to Zacchaeus and to all those who have the courage to let go of 

those things that crowd out Jesus: Today salvation has come to this house …  For the Son of Man 

has come to seek and to save what was lost.  Let us have the courage to climb that tree and be 

found, and open to Jesus today in the Eucharist.  Let us, like Jesus, extend our true personal love 

(not just a blanket acceptance of all things) to our brothers and sisters, and may we put ourselves 

in the open (despite the crowd) to be found by Jesus who seeks the lost and comes to save.


